DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AsSISTA NT Sr.rHF.TARV 

October 27, 1962 

k:30 p.m. 

TO: G - Alexis Johnson 
FROM: 10 - Woodruff Wallner j[ .^] . 


Here is John McCloy's draft of a 
possible Presidential reply to Khrushchev 
which has just reached us from U3UN. May 
I suggest that you have someone call 
Governor Stevenson's office to say that 
it is receiving consideration in the 
White House Drafting Group. I will be 
glad to do this if you wish to call me. 


\k&~ 


Dear Mr. Chair&mani 

I have read your letter of October 6th with creat cn re 
and find in it the indication of a willingness on your part 
to seek a prompt solution to the problem. I welcome that 
and assure you that my desire is the sane. 

The first thine that needs to he done, however, is for 
work to cca3G on offensive missile bases in Cuba and for 
all weapon systems in Cuba capable of offensive use 
rendered inoperable. 

Assuming this is done promptly I have ^iven my repre- 
sentatives In New York instructions that will permit the:n, this 
weekend > to work out an arrangement for a permanent solution 
to the Cuban problem with the Acting Secretary General and 
with your representative* If you will ^ive your repre- 
sentative sin.ilar Instructions, there is no reason why we 
should not be able to complete those arrangements and 
announce them to the world within a couple of days. 

I note and welcome the indications in your second letter, 
which you have nade public, that you would like to work toward 
a more general arrangement aa regards "other arr:anents tt # I 
would like to say again that we very nuch want to rsove in 
this direction. If your mention of Turkey signifies that 
you are prepared to discuss a detente affecting the whole 
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of Europe, we are, of courae t quite prepared to consider with 
our Allies the suggestions that you and your partners in the 
Warsaw Pact Bii^ht ^ ave in cain<*« I think that the mutual 
explanations in which you and I have been engaged the paBt 
few days and the discussions in New York have gone far 
enough to set forth a very concrete agenda £or peace, 
pending upon the removal of the whisks weapons in Cuba and 
the accompanying guarantees of Cuban independences But to 
continue work on the r.i3siie bases or to prolong a discussion 
of resiovlnj; missiles and other offensive weapons from Cuba 
by linking these problems to the broader questions of 
European and world security would intensify the Cuban crisis 
to all of those would be a ^rave risk to the peace of the 
world which you h3ve described in your letter of yesterday. 
I therefore moot earnestly urge you to Join us in a rapid 
settlement of the Cuban crisis en the basis of your letter 
of October 6th K«ix£fcisxxx*ixjC22fiRs£ so that we can then 
£o on to an early solution of the other serious problems 
, which I usi convinced, are not insoluble. 
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